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UNDERSTANDING THE VETERANS TAX CREDITS 
APPLICATION DUE DATE/DEADLINE: APRIL 15th  

OFFERED VETERANS TAX CREDITS 
PROPERTY TAX BILL 

Deduction Amount 

Standard Veteran’s Tax Credit $500.00 
Service-Connected Total Disability  $1,800.00 – VERIFY 

Surviving Spouse of a Veteran $700.00 – VERIFY 
Certain Disabled Veterans 100% 

QUALIFICATIONS & CRITERIA 

VETERAN’S TAX CREDIT – RSA 72:28, RSA 72:29, and RSA 72:30 

NOTE: Married spouses, who each qualify for a Veteran’s Tax Credit, shall each be granted a tax credit 
upon their residential real estate as provided in RSA 72:28, I or II. 

 Veteran must have resided in New Hampshire for at least one year prior to April 1 in the year in which 
the tax credit is claimed. 

 Veteran must own residential property in the town and it must be his/her principal place of abode.   

 Veteran must provide discharge document(s), a DD-214 or other sufficient proof, stating they  

o Have served not less than 90 days in the Armed Forces of the United States in a war or conflict as 
outlined in RSA 72:28. 

o Have been honorably discharged from military service. 

 Service in a qualifying war or armed conflict shall be documented per below: 

 World War I between April 6, 1917 and November 11, 1918, to April 1, 1920 for service in Russia, 
provided military or naval service is on/after November 12, 1918 and before July 2, 1921, with 
prior service between April 6, 1917 and November 11, 1918 shall be World War I service; 

 World War II between December 7, 1941 and December 31, 1946; 

 Korean Conflict between June 25, 1950 and January 31, 1955; 

 Vietnam Conflict between December 22, 1961 and May 7, 1975; 

 Vietnam Conflict between July 1, 1958 and December 22, 1961, if the resident earned the Vietnam 
service medal or the armed forces expeditionary medal; 

 Persian Gulf War between August 2, 1990 and the date thereafter prescribed by Presidential 
proclamation or by law, and;  

 Any other war or armed conflict that has occurred since May 8, 1975, and in which the resident 
earned an armed forces expeditionary medal or theater of operations service medal. 

 On-line law reference: RSA 72:28 – http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/V/72/72-28.htm, 
RSA 72:29 – http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/V/72/72-29.htm,  
RSA 72:30 – http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/V/72/72-30.htm.  
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SURVIVING SPOUSE – RSA 72:29-a  

 The surviving spouse of any person who was killed or died while on active duty in the wars, conflicts 
or armed conflicts, or combat zones set forth in RSA 72:28 (see above). 

 The term surviving spouse, as used in RSA 72:29-a, shall not include a surviving spouse that has 
remarried.   

o However, if the surviving spouse is later divorced, his or her status as the surviving spouse of a 
veteran is regained and they can reapply; BUT 

o If the surviving spouse remarries and the new spouse dies, he or she shall be deemed the 
widow/widower of the latest spouse and shall not revert to the status of a surviving spouse of a 
veteran. 

 On-line law reference: http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/V/72/72-29-a.htm.   

SERVICE-CONNECTED TOTAL DISABILITY – RSA 72:35 

 Veteran must provide discharge document(s), a DD-214, or other sufficient proof, AND certification 
from the U.S. Department of Veterans’ Affairs  stating they:  

o Have been honorably discharged from U.S. military service, and 

o Have total and permanent service-connected disability, or 

o Is a double amputee or paraplegic because of service-connected injury, or 

o Are the surviving spouse of such a person.  

 Veteran must own residential property in the town and it must be his/her principal place of abode.   

 On-line law reference: http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/V/72/72-35.htm.  

CERTAIN DISABLED VETERANS – RSA 72:36-a 

 Veteran must provide discharge document(s), a DD-214, or other sufficient proof, stating they: 

 Any person, who is discharged from military service of the United States under conditions other than 
dishonorable, or an officer who is honorably separated from military service, who owns a specially 
adapted homestead which has been acquired with the assistance of the Veterans Administration or 
which has been acquired using proceeds from the sale of any previous homestead which was acquired 
with the assistance of the Veterans Administration, the person or person’s surviving spouse, shall be 
exempt from all taxation on said homestead provided that the person or officer is: 

o Is 100% permanently and totally disabled as prescribed in 38C.F.R. 3.340, total and permanent 
total ratings and unemployability; or   

o Is a double amputee of the upper or lower extremities or any combination thereof, or paraplegic, as 
the result of service connection; or 

o Has blindness of visual acuity of 5/200 or less, as the result of service connection.  

Satisfactory proof of such service connection disability is furnished to the Assessor.  



 

Town of Epsom 
P.O. Box 10 
Epsom NH 03234  

Office (603) 736-9002 
 

 

Page 3 of 3 

 On-line law reference: http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/V/72/72-36-a.htm.  

HOW TO APPLY FOR THE TAX CREDIT 

If qualifications are met, please submit a completed PA-29 State of NH Permanent Application for 
Exemption/Credit form and a copy of our DD-214, or other military discharge paperwork.   

Application form(s) are available at the Town Offices or on the Town website at 
https://www.epsomnh.org/assessing.  

APPLICATION DUE DATE/DEADLINE: APRIL 15th  

Once the application and supporting documents are received, they will be reviewed to determine if the 
specific criteria is met.  The application will either be approved or denied by the Board of Selectmen.  The 
applicant will be notified, by mail, of the decision. 

If approved, half of the tax credit will be applied to the first half property tax bill and the remaining half 
of the credit will be applied to the second half property tax bill.   

The credit will become permanent.  However, the Town reserves the right to periodically request 
verification of residency and property owner-ship. 

Please call the Town Offices at (603) 736-9002 with any questions. 

APPEALS 

If you believe you have been unfairly denied an Exemptions or Credit, you may appeal the decision in 
writing, on or before September 1st to the NH Board of Tax and Land Appeals OR the Merrimack County 
Superior Court. 

GETTING A DD-214 OR OTHER DISCHARGE PAPERWORK 

If unable to locate your discharge paperwork you can obtain a copy by visiting the below website and 
requesting a “SF180 Military Record Request”. 

www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/ 

You can also call the New Hampshire Department of Veterans Services at 1-800-622-9230. 



Qualifying Awards for the Veterans’ Tax Credit 
For Wars or Conflicts after May 8, 1975 

List provided by NH Office Of Veterans Services 
 

Any of the following medals shall be considered a “theater of operations service medal” for the purposes of 
qualifying a veteran for the Veterans’ Tax Credit in RSA 72:28. Typically, the medal will appear on the 
discharge papers (such as the DD214), except for those who earned the medal, but were discharged prior to the 
award. There must be documentation to qualify. 
 

• Afghanistan Campaign Medal 
• Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal 
• Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal  
• Iraq Campaign Medal 
• Kosovo Campaign Medal 
• Kuwait Liberation Medal 
• Marine Corps Expeditionary Medal 
• Navy Expeditionary Medal 
• Southwest Asia Service Medal   

 
In addition, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, the award of the following decorations shall also be 
considered evidence of a veteran’s combat service and qualification for the Veterans’ Tax Credit: 
Reference:  “V” Device: “V” stands for Valor, and it is awarded to denote combat service.  
 
                     If so specified, the medal must have the “V” Device to be valid. 
 

• Air Force Cross 
• Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with “V” Device 
• Air Medal with “V” Device 
• Army Commendation Medal with “V” Device 
• Bronze Star Medal with “V” Device 
• Combat Action Ribbon 
• Combat Infantryman Badge 
• Combat Medical Badge 
• Combat Aircrew Insignia 
• Distinguished Flying Cross 
• Distinguished Service Cross 
• Joint Service Commendation Medal with “V” Device 
• Medal of Honor 
• Navy Commendation Medal with “V” Device 
• Navy Cross 
• Purple Heart  
• Silver Star 
 

 Current as of:  June 25, 2010         
 Website http://www.nh.gov/revenue/munc_prop/vetex_cr.htm references this list and the Veterans Qualifying Discharge    
 Papers list.                                                                                                                  
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